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PlayBoard Would Like To Invite You To

Children’s Rights Seminar: Celebrating the 20th Anniversary 
of the United Kingdom ratifying the UNCRC
“Exploring Children’s Play Today in Northern Ireland”
from a Rights Based Perspective

Thursday 17th November 2011 

10.45am-1pm in the Lyric Theatre, Belfast

In this, our 26th year of operation, PlayBoard would like to extend to you an invitation to a seminar exploring children’s play in Northern Ireland from a rights based perspective.

The United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC) established the basic human rights to which every child is entitled.  Ratified by the UK Government in 1991, the UNCRC places a duty on government to ensure that all children and young people in the UK have access to the rights enshrined within it.

In many ways the UNCRC provides us with a means of assessing the degree to which we as a society are fulfilling our aspirations for children.  As this year represents the 20th Anniversary of it’s ratification it seems timely to explore and discuss issues relating to play and the right to play in Northern Ireland.   

Article 31 of the UNCRC addresses the child’s right to rest; to leisure; to play; to recreational activities and the right to participate in cultural and artistic life.  Collectively article 31 emphasises both the importance of children having access to appropriate things to do and places to be in their free time; and their having adequate time and energy to avail of these opportunities.  

This year the UN Committee on the Rights of the Child has agreed to produce a General Comment on Article 31.  It will not only draw the attention of government to the importance of the rights enshrined within the article, but will also provide State Parties with specific recommendations on the implementation of these rights.  This seminar will provide us with an opportunity to include the Northern Ireland perspective in this exciting development.

10.45 - 11.00am
Arrival & Registration Tea & Coffee

11.00 – 1.00pm
Speakers in the McGrath room
· Dr Roisin McCooey
PlayBoard

· Patricia Lewsley

NI Commissioner for Children & Young People

· Prof Laura Lundy
Queens University Belfast

· Virgina McVea

Director Human Rights Commission

· Eamonn Keenan

PlayBoard - Children’s Rights Indicators

1.00pm
Lunch & Networking

Place are limited and are allocated on a first come first serve basis (a waiting list will be put into operation when oversubscribed).  Please register as soon as possible by phoning Lisa O’Connor on 9080 3380 or email lisa.oconnor@playboard.co.uk no later than Friday 11th November 2011.
I look forward to seeing you on the 17th November 2011
Yours faithfully

Jacqueline O’Loughlin
Jacqueline O’Loughlin

Chief Executive 
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